HATFIELD

Surrounded by a magnificent park and set in formal seven-
teenth-century gardens are Hatfield Palace and Hatfield
House, but it is the House which looks like a palace, though
in age it is a parvenu by comparison with the former home of
bishops and kings. As far back as the seventh century the
land of Hatfield was given by King Edgar to the monks of Ely,
whose monastery was dedicated to St. Etheldreda. When in
1108 Ely became a bishopric, Hatfield became a bishop's
residence until it passed into the hands of the Crown in Henry
VIIFs reign. Of the old Palace, which was rebuilt by Cardinal
.Morton in 1496, all that remains is the block containing the
Banqueting Hall and Tower, but its lovely red brick and early
Tudor windows make one regret that the other wings were
pulled down in the reign of James I to build its successor.

The Palace was used by Henry VIII as a nursery for the
royal children, Mary, Elizabeth and Edward VI and there in
1517 his niece, the mother of Lady Jane Qrey, was born* It
was from Hatfield that the boy king Edward VI was escorted
by his uncle to London on his accession to the throne. There,
in the reign of Mary, Elizabeth lived as a virtual prisoner,
except when she was brought to the Tower to be questioned
concerning her supposed complicity in the Wyatt rebellion.
While at Hatfield, Elizabeth occupied an upper room in the
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